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The SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket, carrying astronauts Doug Hurley and Bob Behnken in the Crew Dragon capsule, lifts off Saturday from Kennedy Space Center. 


SpaceX, NASA launch astronauts from US for Ist time in 9 years 


By CHABELI CARRAZANA 
AND AUSTIN FULLER 


KENNEDY SPACE CENTER 
— America’s triumphant return to 
human spaceflight looked like this 
Saturday: A commercial rocket 
cutting through clear blue skies 
with cheers erupting along the 
Space Coast. 

SpaceX’s Falcon 9 rocket took 
off right at 3:22 p.m., astronauts 


Bob Behnken and Doug Hurley 
riding atop on a Crew Dragon as- 
tronaut capsule, ending a nine- 
year drought for America’s astro- 
naut launch program. 

The moment was like one large 
sigh of relief, for the thousands of 
engineers who have dedicated 
nearly a decade to this program, 
for SpaceX founder Elon Musk 
who founded his company to take 
humans to space, for NASA which 


bet on a new commercial ap- 
proach to human spaceflight and 
for the families of the two brave 
astronauts who took the ride. 

In his last call out to the ground 
teams, Hurley said, “It is abso- 
lutely our honor to be part of this 
huge effort to get the United 
States back in the launch business. 
We'll talk to you from orbit. Thank 
you.” 

Behnken and Hurley will now 


spend 19 hours in space before 
reaching the International Space 
Station at 10:29 a.m. Sunday. 
They'll stay there between six and 
16 weeks before splashing back 
down off the Florida coast in the 
Atlantic Ocean under parachutes. 

The astronauts’ ascent into 
space was met by large crowds 
across the Space Coast who 


Please turn to LIFTOFF, A12 


More coverage 


See more photos from 
Saturday’s historic launch 
on Page A12-13 and on 
OrlandoSentinel.com, 
where you also can see 
video of the launch and 
follow the mission’s 
progress. Subscribe to our 
Go For Launch newsletter 
at OrlandoSentinel.com/ 
newsletters. 


Protests across 
nation for Floyd 


Some US cities call in National 
Guard as tensions rise here. A3, B1 


Get prepared 
for storm season 


Inside today: Special section of tips 
on staying safe if hurricane comes. 
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Let’s start 
healing. 
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